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Quantitative Vs. Qualitative Method
In researching about the fear of crime in a community, I would use quantitative methods. Through this method, I will be able to get facts and numbers on how many people fear crime in the society. With quantitative data being structured and statistical, I will be able to draw conclusions where the people in the community fear crime or not. The quantitative data will also provide me with numbers that I can subject to statistical analysis to validate my hypothesis. Is there fear of crime in the community or not? The method will help answer that question. The quantitative research method also has more respondents than qualitative method making the general conclusions to be more valid (Bachman and Schutt, 2018). This is because it is easier to conduct a multiple-choice survey rather than a series of open-ended interviews as is common in qualitative research.
Closed-ended quantitative questions such as is there crime in the community, do you fear it, does the security handle the reported incidences effectively, among others will provide analyzable data and avoid the problem of vagueness. The survey questions for quantitative research design tend to have yes/ no answers or a limited number of responses.  Such responses can be assigned numerical values that can later be converted into indicators and graphs. This means that the overall quality of the data is better; the most accurate data leads to the best possible decisions. Results for quantitative methods will be much more accurate than those of qualitative research and will allow for more objectivity since the research will keep a distance from the participants (Mays and Ruddell, 2015). The prescribed procedure to be followed in the method ensures validity and reliability. The results regarding the influence of crime to the perception of the community will be replicable when quantative method is used and can be compared with similar studies, which is almost impossible in qualitative method.
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